TEACHERS OF THE DECCAN                9
at the same table as a Brahman. A wanderer in
the forest is more likely to find a Wishing Tree ; a
dying man is more likely to find a jar filled with
ambrosia than you are to win the favour of Shri
Krishna/ Chokhamela humbly protested that the
sun made no difference between castes and that the
god only deemed holy those who loved him. He
then walked sadly away.
That night, however, the god himself came to
console Chokhamela. He carried the Mhar saint
through the unlocked doors of the temple and seated
him by his own side in the innermost shrine, A
Brahman priest witnessed the incident and called his
brethren to see the dreadful spectacle of a Mhar
seated in the holy-of holies. They drove Chokha-
mela out of the temple and made him live on the far
side of the Bhima River. There the unhappy Mhar
built a dipmala or stone lamp-stand in honour of
Shri Krishna and prayed continuously towards the
Pandharpur temple of which he could only see the
distant spires. One day the god honoured Chokha-
mela by dining with him and his wife. A priest heard
the Mhar saint addressing Shri Krishna, whom the
priest because of his worldliness could not see. The
priest thought that Chokhamela did this to slight the
god. In a great rage he rushed at the unfortunate
Mhar and struck him a violent blow on the face.
Then he washed to clean himself of the pollu-
tion of touching a Mhar and went to pray at
Krishna's shrine. To his horror, he saw the face of
the image swollen and bleeding on the very spot
where he had struck Chokhamela. Realizing from
the miracle, that Chokhamela was a beloved disciple
of the god, he went back across the Bhirna and,